Ecole d’Humanité

Private Boarding School —
Hasliberg Goldern , Switzerland

The Ecole d’'Humanité is a progressive boarding school with both American and Swiss
academic programs. The school’s founders, Paul and Edith Geheeb, were prominent
figures in the progressive education movement in the first half of the twentieth century.
Approximately 140 students are enrolled in grades 6 - 13, with 46 in the college-
preparatory American program (grades 9 — 12). Students in the American program
graduate with an American High School Diploma and can choose to take the courses
and exams leading to the Advanced Placement International Diploma (APID). 95% of
American program graduates go on to 4-year colleges in the US or universities in the
UK and Switzerland. Today 55% of the students are Swiss, 5% are German, 15% are
US citizens, and the rest come from 18 other countries. 13% of students are non-
Caucasian. 28% of students receive financial aid.

Welcome to The Ecole d’Humanité!

Curriculum

o Students work intensively in small classes (teacher-student ratio is 1:5) which
meet six days a week for 60 to 75 minutes. They take only three academic
subjects at a time, typically completing a year’s work in a given subject in one
or two trimesters.

e No grades are given and written reports are not regularly sent home. Instead,
students receive extensive, personalized feedback from their teachers.

e 11th and 12th graders write a major research paper (Source Theme) on a topic
of their choice.

o Qualified students take classes in both English and German. Some classes are
bilingual.

» All students participate 8 hours per week in arts (music, theater, dance,
drawing, painting, pottery), practical skills (blacksmithing, woodworking, stone
carving) and outdoor (farm/wilderness) programs.

» All students participate in multi-day backpacking trips in the Swiss and Italian
Alps every spring and fall trimester.



e The school offers a state-of-the-art graphics lab.

Certified Outdoor program

Our 4- and 6-day hikes, as well as our rock climbing, alpine climbing, and ski touring
courses are all led by teachers who are externally certified as outdoor leaders or are
qualified Swiss mountain guides. Our risk management, review, and assessment
procedures are thorough and detailed. As a result of these innovations, the Ecole
recently became the first and only school in Switzerland with an outdoor program
certified by Safety in Adventures. Last year over 40% of our students participated in
climbing and/or ski-touring courses, and everyone went on the 4- and 6- day hikes.

Ecoliteracy program

Includes two large school gardens and a goat farm, a sophisticated composting
system, container gardens, internships, a farm-stand as well as a host of other student-
run initiatives. Through a variety of academic classes and extra-curricular projects,
students and teachers directly experience the joys and challenges of local food
production as well as ecological design and management.

Dormitories and School Residence

Students’ rooms are simple and pragmatically furnished. Hardly any two look the same,
and this diversity reflects the makeup of our school. Almost all rooms are doubles.
Roommates have the freedom to decide together how to set up their rooms.

Location

1 hour 15 min southwest of Zirich. Area population 1,227. Town website: Hasliberg.

Dates

Estimated Start Date: Early September

Estimated End Date: Mid June

School Facts

Student Population
Co-Educational

Number of Students
140 (45% international)

Grades
9-12

Teacher/Student Ratio
1:5

ESL Programs

Yes

IB Programs
No

Offer Diploma

Yes

School Uniform
No

Campus Size
6 Acres

Religious Affiliation
None

SAT Average
1656

Foreign Languages
English

French

German


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hasliberg/

Arts

Theatre Improv
Pottery

Glass Work
Printmaking
Weaving
Sculpture
Painting
Drawing
Theatre

Piano

Voice
Ensemble
Saxophone Ensemble
Drumline
Guitar

Band

Chorus

AP Courses
Calculus AB
Chemistry

Comparative Government and
Politics

English Language and
Composition

University Acceptance Rate: 98%

English Literature and
Composition

European History

German Language and Culture
Physics C Mechanical

US Government and Politics
World History

Sports
Aerobics
Basketball
Boxing
Climbing
Fitness
Freestyle Skiing
Judo

Skiing
Snowboarding
Soccer
Swimming
Tennis

Yoga

Extracurricular Activities

& Clubs
Animals
Community Service
Meditation

Closest International and Local Airports: Zirich (ZRH)
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